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§1638.5

request has not resulted from in-person
unsolicited advice.

§1638.5 Recipient policies.

Each recipient shall adopt written
policies to implement the requirements
of this part.
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§1639.1 Purpose.

The purpose of this rule is to ensure
that LSC recipients do not initiate liti-
gation, challenge or participate in ef-
forts to reform a Federal or State wel-
fare system. The rule also clarifies
when recipients may engage in rep-
resentation on behalf of an individual
client seeking specific relief from a
welfare agency and under what cir-
cumstances recipients may use funds
from sources other than the Corpora-
tion to comment on public rulemaking
or respond to requests from legislative
or administrative officials involving a
reform of a Federal or State welfare
system.

§1639.2 Definitions.

(a)(1) Federal or State welfare system as
used in this Part means:

(i) The Federal and State AFDC pro-
gram under Title IV-A of the Social Se-
curity Act and new programs or provi-
sions enacted by Congress or the States
to replace or modify these programs,
including State AFDC programs con-
ducted under Federal waiver authority.

(ii) General Assistance or similar
state means-tested programs conducted
by States or by counties with State
funding or under State mandates, and
new programs or provisions enacted by
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States to replace or modify these pro-
grams.

(2) Federal or State welfare system does
not include other public benefit pro-
grams unless changes to such programs
are part of a reform of the AFDC or
General Assistance programs.

(b) Reform of Federal or State Wel-
fare Systems as used in this Part
means a legislative or administrative
effort to change key components of the
Federal or State welfare system, in-
cluding laws and regulations that im-
plement the changes.

(c) Existing law as used in this part
means Federal, State or local statu-
tory laws or ordinances.

§1639.3 Prohibition.

Except as provided in §§1639.4 and
1639.5, recipients may not initiate legal
representation, challenge or partici-
pate in any other way in efforts to re-
form a Federal or State welfare sys-
tem. Prohibited activities include par-
ticipation in:

(a) Litigation challenging laws or
regulations enacted as part of a reform
of a Federal or State welfare system;

(b) Rulemaking involving proposals
that are being considered to implement
a reform of a Federal or State welfare
system,;

(c) Lobbying or other advocacy be-
fore legislative or administrative bod-
ies undertaken directly or through
grassroots efforts involving pending or
proposed legislation that is part of a
reform of a Federal or State welfare
system; or

(d) Litigation or other advocacy un-
dertaken with regard to the granting
or denying of State requests for Fed-
eral waivers of Federal requirements
for AFDC.

§1639.4 Permissible representation of
eligible clients.

Recipients may represent an individ-
ual eligible client who is seeking spe-
cific relief from a welfare agency if
such relief does not involve an effort to
amend or otherwise challenge existing
law in effect on the date of the initi-
ation of the representation.
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